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ä NEW GEAR

¢ I got a watch for my 18th, my 
21st, my 30th and for my 40th. 
I got a watch patent for my 
50th and a watch company 
for my 55th! I’ve always liked 
watches. They are great gifts. 
Thirteen years ago, on holiday 
in Quinta do Lago, I had a 
cheap watch and it broke. 
Because it was my birthday, 
we went to the Swatch shop in 
Vilamoura and my daughter 
picked a watch for me. That 
afternoon I was on my sun 
lounger and one of the lads 
from the hotel came up and 
said, ‘Hey Gary, I didn’t realise 
you were I diver?’ I said, ‘I’m 
not a diver,’. He said, ‘Well, 
you’ve got a diver’s watch 
on.’ He showed me how it 
worked as I hadn’t a clue. 
Right then, my mind started 
wandering. I’d never seen a 
watch for golfers. I wouldn’t 
call myself a watch nerd, but I 
understand watches. I always 
wanted to see what was the 
best quality watch I could do 
for the price of a premium 
driver. Drivers are probably 
the most popular equipment 
purchase. Rolex and Omega 
make fantastic watches and 
advertise in the golfing world 
- but there are probably less 
than 10% of golfers who could 
afford one. If you can afford 
to play golf, you can afford 
to buy one of my watches.
 
THE BUTLER BEZEL
¢ Most sports watches have 
got a bezel. What I realised is 
that most of those bezels have 
mathematical formulas on 
them. When I joined the golf 
committee in 2008, I realised 
the R&A had introduced pace 
of play guidelines. I know that 
pace equals speed, speed 
is distance over time - I’m an 
engineer and have a degree in 
engineering and mathematics 
- so all I had to do was 
work out the mathematical 
algorithm you could put on 
the outside of the bezel that 
gives you a number sequence. 
It looks pretty random but, 
actually, if you set the little ball 
to the beginning of your tee 
off time, as the minute hand 
sweeps around the dial, you 
can see where you are in 
relation to your pace of play of 
3hrs and 50mins, the time in 
the R&A’s guidelines. It’s not a 
timing device - it’s a timepiece. 
You’ve got a random number 
sequence. It’s like a secret 
code. If you understand what 
that is, you understand golf. 

WATCHES

Time for style
ETIQUS nails niche market with watch for golfers

I
f you’re gassing for a new watch, you might 
want to check out the impressive line of 
timepieces from British brand ETIQUS. They are 
the brainchild of entrepreneur Gary Butler and 

consist of 24 watches (17 for men and seven for 
women) each with their own nod of appreciation to 
the game of golf. 

It took Butler five years to research and develop 
the product line and bring it to market and, with 
over 12 months of business behind him already, it is 
safe to say the future is bright for his company.

“We’re just starting out,” Butler tells bunkered. 
“Sales are ticking along nicely and we’re doing very 
well. Customer service is everything to us. If you 
look after your customers, they’ll look after you.”

Butler is a self-confessed golf nut. He was meant 
to launch his new timepiece line last summer 
during the Open at Hoylake but decided to go 
and watch the golf instead. He’s also price-
conscious and wanted to make a quality 
watch at an affordable price, so there’s no 
retail mark-up on the products. He sells 
direct to customers from his website 
- etiqus.co.uk - and dispatches all 
orders the following day. “I’m used 
to running companies. I know you 
need a good brand, you need a 
good product, you need good 
customer service and, most 
importantly, you need to think like a 
customer. When I launched ETIQUS, 
I spent a lot of time thinking about 
the process the customer goes 
through from discovering the brand 
right the way through to putting on 
the watch. Existing customers will 
end up as your best sales people.”

Prices start from £179 and peak 
at £329, with golfers able to choose 
from a variety of designs, each of 
which include a subtle nod to golf such 
as the unique dimples on the face that 
give the 3D effect of a golf ball.

One standout feature is the ‘Butler Bezel’, 
which is standard on selected timepieces. This 
patented design allows you to monitor your pace 
of play to a guideline of 3hrs and 50mins, the R&A’s 
suggested timeframe for 18 holes.

On top of that, ETIQUS donates £5 from every 
watch sold to the Golf Foundation to help young 
kids experience and enjoy the game. 
etiqus.co.uk

Classic Tour 
Collection 
From £179
¢ Described as a 
“classic dress watch” 
and designed to add 
the “finishing touch”, the 
Classic Tour Collection 
comprises eight models, 
with a choice of genuine 
leather strap or solid 
stainless steel bracelet.
etiqus.co.uk

Sport Lady 
Collection 
From £229
¢ Etiqus founder Gary 
Butler, whose wife is a 
golfer, says that from 
the outset he “wanted 
an offering that was 
there for the ladies”. 
There are seven designs 
to choose from in a 
choice of finishes.
etiqus.co.uk

Sport Pro 
Collection 
From £269
¢ Includes one of the 
best-sellers in the Etiqus 
line, opposite page, which 
was described by one 
reviewer as “an absolutely 
fantastic timepiece”. There 
are six designs, each 
with the Butler Bezel and 
sapphire crystal glass.
etiqus.co.uk

Sport Pro Ionic 
Collection 
From £329
¢ The watch that says 
you “play from the black 
tees”. Described as “brave, 
bold and stylish”, this 
category is for the golf nut 
and offers three models, 
including one with a 
yellow dial, a nod to the 
Open Championship.
etiqus.co.uk

‘EACH DESIGN HAS A SUBTLE NOD TO GOLF, 
SUCH AS THE 3D BALL EFFECT ON THE FACE’  

Gary Butler on the inspiration 
behind the ETIQUS brand

Each watch order is 
processed the following 
day and is presented 
in an attractive storage 
box, making it the  
perfect gift for golfers.  

ADDITIONAL INFO
¢ Swiss made movements come as standard
¢ Each watch is delivered within an attractive gift box
¢ Glass face crafted from Sapphire Crystal which is virtually scratchproof
¢ Excellent gift option for golfers (ETIQUS offers exchange on any style)
¢  Strap materials available include solid stainless steel, genuine leather  

and durable silicone rubber
¢ Patented Butler Bezel included in selected models


